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voted for Tilden in the election, and he was chosen by
Hewitt as one of ten visiting statesmen for Louisiana.
Senator Sherman, of Ohio, was one of the Republican
visitors. Congress passed a law on the 29th of January,
1877, to create an Electoral Commission, consisting of
five Senators, five Representatives, and five judges of the
Supreme Court, to take all the evidence in regard to the
disputed elections and to render a decision thereon by a
majority vote of the fifteen members. Four of the five
judges of the Supreme Court were named in the act of
Congress. They were Miller and Swayne, Republicans,
and Clifford and Field, Democrats, and the act provided
that these four should choose the fifth. It was the gen-
eral expectation that they would choose David Davis as
the fifth member, as he was commonly classed as an Inde-
pendent, since he had been a candidate in the Cincinnati
Convention, which nominated Greeley. But, on the very
day when the Electoral Commission Bill passed, Davis
was elected by the legislature of Illinois as Senator of the
United States, to succeed Logan whose term was expiring.                          J

Davis accepted the senatorship and declined to serve as
the fifth judge. Thereupon Bradley was chosen in his
stead.

Trumbull was chosen as one of the counsel on the Til-
den side to argue the Louisiana case. On the 14th of Feb-
ruary he appeared before the Commission and offered
to show that the votes certified by the commissioners of
election in the voting precincts of Louisiana to the super-
visors of registration, who were the officers legally ap-
pointed to receive the same, showed a majority vary-
ing from six to nine thousand for the Tilden electors; that
the returning board did not receive from any poll, vot-
ing place, or parish, and did not have before them, any
statement, as required by law, of any riot, tumult, act of undertook to say who should constitute the Legislature
